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3 To His ExckILENCY 


Mr. ULRICXK D'VPRES, 


_ : 
"If 


Chief Miniſter to the | 
King of SPARTA. 


Mr. OEL RI CR. 


s ſoon as 1 ſaw the firſt ? of 
| your two Learned Epiſtles in 
the Daily Courant, I deter- 
mined to make a proper Reply 
9 to it; but was reſolved to ſee what your 
4 Aſſociates and Brother-Writers had alſo to 


ſay 


IE 


ſay to MY before 1 took up my Peg. I do 
not think T ſhall make | any mighty Compli- 
ment to myſelf, as an Author, when I very 
frankly tell you the Reaſon of this my Reſo- 
lution. 


I AM humbly of Opinion, that it would 
haye been a little below me to have taken 
notice of any of you fingly ; but I ſhall now 
act after the ſame Manner I have hitherto 


done, and truſs up four or fue of you toge- b 


ther. I addreſs my Epiſtle to yourſelf, moſt 
illuſtrious Mr. Ulrick D' pres, becauſe your 


Excellency is at preſent in a more Eminent 
Station than either the Hy- Doctor, Mr. 22 3 

borne, or Mr. Walſmmgham 5 though what Pre- $ 
ferment the Parts and Learning of theſe ſe- 3 
yeral Gentlemen may in Time entitle them 3 


to, Time only can diſcoyer. 


When I publiſhed my Letter to the King * 
of Sparta, I was fully prepared for an At- 
tack from his Majeſty's Mercenaries, headed 


Pe, 
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© (3) 

vy your Excellency : I am only ſurprized 

; 4 that your Excellency ſhould take your Title 

from a Town in Flanders, when you are fo 
' 'Z lately arrived from France ; and ſeem ſo 
9 well acquainted, and ſo much enamoured 
with the Policy and Coverument of that 
J | Free and happy Nation. 


Ix order to prove what I am ſay ing, It is 
3 very remarkable, that ever ſince your Excel- 
3 | lency has taken the Daily Courant into your 
4 Care and Protection, we have hardly been 
ir Þ entertained with any other News in that ex- 
| ö traordinary Paper, but Accounts from France 
4 of Proſecutions againſt ſome Books and Pa- 
I pers, which the French Court have znterpres 
ted into Libels ; and of As of Power and 
$ Severity againſt ſeveral Perſons, who, ſome 
4 People think, are the beft and moſt yaluable 
2 Men in all France. 


At- Toy entertained us the other Day with 
ded the Detail of a Proceeding againſt the Biſhop 
1 B 2 of 
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of Montpelier, upon the Account of a Piece 
which that learned Prelate has lately publiſh- 


ed, and which the French Court thought 


proper to call a Libel. 


I cours not, however, help making this com- 
fortable Reflection upon your Excellency?s 
notable Piece of Intelligence: I was pleaſed 
to find, for the ſake of Liberty, that even 


in France they had one Biſhop among them, 


who did not think it a zeceſſary Part of his 
Office and Character, to run into all the 


Meaſures of a Court, or blindly to obey the 


Orders of the infallible old Gentleman at 


Rome, even though thoſe Orders were back- E 
ed, by all the Power and Authority of a Car- 


dinal Miniſter. 


8 | RF 
Ir is extreamly remarkable, that in the ve- 


ry Daily Courant, where your Excellency 
has fallen ſo unmercifully upon my Book, 


you have contrived to have the following 2 


Piece of News incerted immediately after 
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PARIS. 


% Tas following Arret of Parliament has 
been publiſhed here, condemning a Libe/ 
<« to be torn and burnt by the Hands of the 
& Common Hangman, intitled, The Anſwer 
« of @ Counſellor, &c.” 


A 


0 


' Uron this important Article your Excel- 
lency is ſo kind, as to give us the very 
Speech of Maſter Peter Gilbert de Voiſius, 
Advocate to the French King; a Poſt which 
anſwers to that of Attorney-General in 
England. Maſter Peter Gilbert, according 
to your Excellency”s Account of him, began 


his Learned Harrangue before the Parliament 
of Paris in a Words; 


Gentlemen, 


T1 E have never # Hen 4 more viru- 


tent and mi i chievous Libel, than 
that which is juſt come to our Hands.” 


cc 


cc 
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And your Excellency informs us, that Maſter 


Peter concluded with this Emphatical TEX 
riod : 


© Wr cannot believe ſuch a Paper ca- 
ec pable of making any Impreſſion, but it 1s 
© never the leſs wicked for that; and ſince 
ce it has wentured abroad, that Scandal 
© cannot be too ſoon expiated by the Flames.” 


I SHALL not pretend to gueſs what your 
Excellency is aiming at by all theſe fine 
Things 5 but I beg Leave to ſay, that be- 
fore my Countrymen, the Engliſh, are tho- 
roughly qualify'd for reliſhing ſome Parts 
of the French Policy and Government, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary they ſhould all wear 
Ii ooden Shoes ; and that if your Excellency 
has any Thoughts of introducing this Faſhion, 
you ought, in order to haye made the whole 
Nation leap into it at once, to have brought 
oyer with you a — of at leaſt Fifty Thou- 

8 d 
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fand French Shoe-Makers : Theſe Gentle- 
men, praperly mounted, would ſoon haye 
diſperſed themſelves over Great Britain; 
for I am told that the French Shoe Makers 
are, generally ſpeaking, very diligent in their 
Calling, and almoſt as good Horiemen as 
our Engliſh Dragoons. It is certain there 
are ſeyeral Parts of the French Policy,which 
a plain Eugliſo Underſtanding will hardly 
fall in love with, till ſome Pazns is taken, to 
ſhew him the Beauties of them. 


For Inſtance; The Freuch Monarchs have a 
Power by a Lettre de Cachet, or Privy-Seal, 
to whip up any of their Subjects, and ſend 
them to the Baſle ; where ſome of them have 
been treated ſo kindly, that they never went 


home afterwards, or made the leaſt Complaint 


to any of their Friends: But what has made 
the People of Euglaud extreamly cautious how 


they lodged any ſuch extraordinamy Powers 


in the Crom, is from their having obſerved, 
that ſuch Powers ha ve been almoſt conſtantly 
B 4 em- 


(83) 
employed by ſome worthleſs Miniſter, not for 
the Good of the Publick, but to a his 
own Private Revenge. 


I pts Leave to tell your Excellency a 
ſhort Story, which I have n Reaſon to 
believe is true. | 


Wu Ex the late Sir John Vanbrugh was in 
Paris, there was a French Lady in the ſame 
City, who, with a good deal of Wit and 
Beauty, had a very elegant Taſte of Plea- 
fare. Her Fortune was but {mall; and 
this unlucky Circumſtance prevailed on her 
to admit the Viſits of a modern Politician, 
whoſe eminent Poſt in the Government ena- 
bled him to furniſh her Vith Money. This 
Lady happened accidentally to become ac- 
quainted with Sir John YVanbrugh ; and ſoon 
found the vaſt Difference between the Con- 
verſation of a Man of Wt, and that of a di/- 
agreeable Blockhead, whom, Providence for 
the Sins of Franc e, had permitted to become 
2 5 | a State- 


> 1 . 


(* 


a Stateſman. In order, therefore, to make 
herſelf ſome Amends for being obliged to 


endure the Company of a very /itly Fellows 
ſhe contrived in his Abſence, to enjoy the 


Converſation of a Man of Senſe as often as 
| the could. The Politician, (whoſe Con- 
ſcience informed him, that a Woman of any 


Taſte muſt heartily deſpiſe him, and who-was 
therefore exceſſively jealous) made a Shift 
at laſt to find out the Intreague; and with a 
Baſeneſs, natural to Fools and Tyrants, imme- 
diately reſolved to employ all the Power his 
Poſt gave him, to be revenged upon his hap- 
py Rival. He took up Sir John YVanbrugh 
with a Lettre de Cachet, and hurried him 
to the- Baſtile. N either his Miſtreſs, nor 


any of his Friends, knew what was become 


of him: Our Countryman lay for fix Years 
together cloſely confined in the Baſtile, and 
muſt in all Probability have ended his Life in 


that Priſon, if he had not had his Wits about 


him, and Proyidence on his Side. 


Ir 
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Ir is Time I ſhould take Notice of your 
Excellency's Satirical Obſeryations upon my 
Bock. ] 


Yovx Excellency ſays, that you © Jaughed 
« at the Inſiuuation, that a Great Minifter 
* had entered into. a Confederacy with an 
« Attorney, to iuvolue me in unjuſt and ex- 


« panſteue Lau- Suit. I know not what 


Inſinuatious, or Iunuendoss, your Excellency 
may have diſcovered in my Book by the 
Help of your Political Spectacles; bur, 
1 muſt own, I have not altogether ſo good 
an Opinion of Miniſters in general, as your 


Excellency ſeems to have. I have, in my 


Time, been pretty well acquainted with 
ſome of them; and have known a /:ztle 


Creature in a great Poſt (who would fain 


haye paſſed for a great Miniſter) guilty of 


a more beſe and pitiful Action, than what 


your Excellency fancies is hinted at in that 
Ine 


( 12) 


you was ſo highly diverted. 


WuIILE your Excellency is in this merry 
Mood, you are pleaſed to be moſt unmerci- 
fully witty upon my poor Lucubr atiums; 
and obſerve with great Acuteneſs, that the 


Bool ſeller's Shop is their natural Dormi- 


tory. 


I WII I, for onee, let your Excellency into 
a Hecret: I was fo much afraid myſelf, that 
they might have been taten napping in ſome 
of their natural Dormitories here in Town, 
that I took Care to have a convenient Num- 
ber of them ſent into the Country, before I 
ſuffered one of them to /nore in Londow: 
There are, at preſent, a good reaſonable 


Quantity of them in ſome of the remoteſt 


Parts of England; and, though it is very 
poſſible, that after ſo long a Journey they 
may them ſelves be difpoſed to reff; I do 


(12) 


not hear that any of their Readers fall aſleep 
oyer them. 


To tell your Excellency the Truth, the 
very Deſign of my Book, however it may 
ſucceed, is, to keep all my Country-folks, 
as well the Women as the Men, thoroughly 
awake, 


I rave endeayourcd to ſhew, that it is the 
Duty of all Perſons of both Sexes, to have 
an hearty Zeal and Love for their Country ; 
and that even the fair Sex ought thus far to be 


Politicians; That the Grecian and Roman La- 


dies have, upon ſeveral Occaſions, ſaved 
their Couutry, which, without their Aſſiſ- 
tance, had been certainly deſtroyed. 


IHAvx endeavoured to give all my Readers 


ſome Notions of the Government, Manners, 


and Policy of the Ancient Greeks and Ro- 
mans; not by a Parcel of dry Precepts and 
Ou ſervatious, but by lay ing before them ſe- 

veral 
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yeral Facts and Pieces of Hiſtory, which, 
I hope, are equally curious and inſiruc- 


tive. 


I Have endeavoured, as Occaſion offered, 
from the very Beginning to the End of my 
Book, thoroughly to inculcate that great 
Maxim in Politicks, to which eyery State has 
owed its Grandeur and Happineſs; and 
which, when any Government neglects to 
obſerye, ſuch a Goyernment muſt become 


mean and deſpicable in the Eyes of its Neigh- 


bours, and deſtructive at length to that 
miſerable People who haye the Misfortune 
to live under it. | 


LasTLy, I have a Diſcouaſe upon the Li- 
berty of the Preſs ; with which I find your 
Excellency 1s highly offended. 


I nave endeavoured to ſhew how abſo- 
lutely neceſſary this Liberty is in a Nation 
that would preſcrye its Freedom; that when 

| in 


(14) 
in King Fames's Reign there was a Deſign 
to have made us compleat Saves, one of the 
firſt Steps taken towards it, was the laying a 
Reſtraint upon the Preſs; and that two or 
three wicked Miniſters reſolved, their 1 
adviſed Prince and the wretched Nation 
ſhould read nothing in Print but weekly Pan- 
egyricks upon themſelves and their Proceed- 1 
ings. I have endeavoured to ſhew, that the 
Liberty of the Preſs is the moſt likely Thing, 
to prevent any Wicked Miniſter, who might © 
get above the Reach of the Law, from day- q 
ly committing the moſt horrid and tyrannical 3 
Actions; but that a Miniſter with common © 
Senſe, and common Management, and one 
whoſe Conduct will bear being defended, | 
need not be afraid of the Liberty of the 
Preſs. * 


I HAVE ſhewn how fully this Liberty is at 4 


preſent enjoyed in China, the largeſt, the $ 


richeſt, and the beſt-poverned Empire in the 
World; and in what Manner it is made to 
be 


(13) 

be the ſtrongeſt, the moſt effectual Check, 
upon the Liſè and A#ions of the Empe- 
ror himſelf. Thavye ſhewn in how awborunded 
a Manner this Liberty was made uſe of both 
at Rome and Athens, white thoſe two Glo- 
rious Commonwealths had the leaſt Shadow 
of Freedom left among them. 


Among other Inſtances, I have ſhewn 
what Liberties the Athenian Writers took 
with Pericler, by whoſe ſcandalous Admi- 
niſtration that mighty State loft all her for- 


mer Glory and Reputation, and was at length | 
utterly ruined and deſtroyed. | 


As no Parts of Hiſtory are more inſtruc- 
tive than thoſe which ſhew by what Meuur 
and Errors the beſt Conſtitutions have been 
over-tutned, I have been pretty particular 
in giving my Readers an Account of Peri- 
cles, and his Exploits, 


1am 
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I am a little ſurpriz' d to find that it is 
this Part of my Book with which your 


Reaſons beſt known to yourſelf) you have 
undertaken to defend one of the moſt worth- 
leſs and wicked Creatures, that ever Pre- 
tended to ſet up for a Stateſman. 


I Have ſhewn that his Zloguence, upon 
which he chiefly valued himſelf, was nothing 
more than what the French call, A Flux de 
Bouche, A prodigious Volubility and Flow of 
Words, delivered with a moſt conſummate 
Aſſurance 5 but that none of his Speeches 
had any real Strength and . or would 
bear being read. 


I Have proved this, from Thucydides and 


as good Judges of Eloquence, as ever the 
World yet produced. I have likewiſe ſnhe wn, 
that this was the natural Conſequence of his 
having 


Excellency is chiefly diſpleaſed; and that (for 


Quintiltan ; two Perſons, who were, perhaps, 


'F (#7) 

9 having learnt his ſuperficial Way of Prating 
from a Woman; who was the moſt notorious 
and impudent Strumpet in all Athens. 


* Trays ſhewn how this Prating Fellow, 
3 having plundered the Publick Treaſury of 
all the Wealth which had been collecting 
3 many Years, corrupted the Athenians with 
1 their 0wWw7 Money, and made them Purcha 72 
3 their own Chains. 


I rave ſhewn in what Manner he ſubver- 
1 ted the Conſtitution, and aboliſned the Power 
3 of the Areopagztes : That he moſt baſely forged 
3 a Plot, for no other Reaſon, but in order to 
I baniſh one ofthe beſt and greateſt Men that ei- 
4 ther Athens, or any other Country ever ſaw: 
I 'That when he had baniſhed the moſt yaluable 
q Perſons in the Commonwealth who oppoſed 
4 his Meaſures, he grew zealous of the moſt able 
Men among his own Friends; and with the 
moſt horrid Barbarity and en cauſed 
the Orator Ephialtes, who had been of infi- 


C nite 
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nite Service to him, to be privately aſſaſſi- 
nated: That he minded nothing but the In- 
tereſt of himſelf and his Family: That he 
deſtroyed five thouſand of his innocent 


Fellow-Citizens at once, by Virtue of a moſt 


wicked Law, contrived only to ſatisfy his 
own mean Fealouſy and private Revenge: 
That whenever he made a Peace, a War, or 
a Truce, the Motives he acted upon were 
equally ſhameful, and only regarded his 
own Iutereſt That he raiſed the Taxes at 
leaſt one Third higher than he found them ; 
and is the firſt Miniſter, we read of in Hiſto- 
ry, that ever demanded Secret-Service-Money 
from an Aſſembly of the People: That he 
either put this Money into his own Pocket, or 
employed it to the baſeſt Purpoſes : That by 
inventing Sham-Plots, and the moſt wicked 
Falſhoods, he at laſt divided the Atheniaus 
into #wo Parties: That he did this with no 
other View but that he might himſelf play the 
Tyrant with the more Security: That in 
a City, the moſt famous in the World for 
Arts 


GY, 
Arts and Sciences, he never preferred one 
Man of Parts and Learning: That while 
the Wealth of Greece ran through his Hands, 
and he daily ſquandered immenſe Sums upon 
Pictures and Buildings, he ſuffered the 
great and wiſe Anaxagoras (to whom he 
had the higheſt Obligations one Man could 
have to another) to want the Common Neceſſa- 
ries of Life: That his Uſage of this emi- 
nent Philoſopher reduced him to take up 
the fatal Reſolution of far ving himſelf, and 
leaving the World : That upon this Occaſion 
Pericles gave the moſt flagrant Proof which 
is perhaps to be met with in all Hiſtory, of his 
being a moſt conſummate Monſter of Cruelty 
and Hypocriſy : That he ſuffered his Coun- 
try to be robbed and inſulted in the moſt 
ſcandalous Manner by all her Enemies; and 
even to loſe the Dominion of the e. 
That he purchaſed a moſt ſhameful Peace, 
partly with Money, and partly by yielding 
up the Athenian Territories: That at laſt, 
to prevent his being called to an Account 
C 2 for 
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for all thoſe immenſe Sums he had received 


and embezzled, he plunged his Country into 


a bloody and moſt unneceſſary War: That 
this War, of which he was the ſole Author, 
ended in the Taking of Athens, and the utter 
Deſtruction of the Commonwealth. I have 
ſhewn that the moſt celebrated AthenianW ri- 
ters, amidſt all his Power and Greatneſs, drew 
his Picture in its proper Colours; and told 
their unhappy Count rymen what muſt be the 
Conſequences of his ſhameful Adminiſtration: 
That Pericles, however nettled, was forced to 
hear all thoſe /evere Truths which T have quo- 


ted out of ſeveral Writers; and that though he | 


had trampled upon every other Part of the 


Athenian Liberties, he never durſt Attempt 


to make his Countrymen ſuch abſolute and 
and compleat Slaves, as to reſtrain, or take 
away the Liberty of the Preſs. 


I HAvE proved all the Particulars above 
mentioned, by plain Matters of Fact; and 
taken eyery one of thoſe Fats out of ſome 
ancient 


621 


cient Hiſtorian. In a Word, this is that 
3 Pericles whom 1 have demonſtrated to be a 

Wretch full of the meaneſt Fealouſies, hating 
| and afraid of every Athenian of Parts and 
| Learning ; and of whom J ſtill conceive 1 
have juſtly ſaid, that he was in his Nature 
envious, proud, cruel, avaritious, and impu- 
| dent; and this is that Pericles, upon whom 
"1 your Excellency has wrote a Pemegyrick. 


0 


— 


Lr us ſee how you begin it. 


YouR Excellency moſt roundly aſſerts 


= That This Pericles was an able State fa 
F man. Your Excellency does indeed confeſs, 
| that © he had the Misfortune to be peſter?a 
| „ % a few little obſcene Poets, the Grubs 


e of Athens. Hark you, Maſter Utrick ! 
Some of the Writings of theſe Grubs of 
Athens, as you are pleaſed to call them, 
have already laſted above #wo thouſand 
Tears; and I am humbly of Opinion, will 
| al laſt for ſome Ages after the Compoſi- 
- G 3 tions 
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tions of your Excellency and Mr. Osborne 
have been all conſumed in proper Uſes by 
Grocers and Paſir y-Cooks. 


290 to a being an Able Stateſman, 
I have given my Readers a ſmall Sample of his 
Abilities ; but they will find a much fuller 
Account of them in my Letter to the King 
of Sprata: And ſhall, with your Excellen- 
cy's Leave, preſume to hope, that Providence 
will prevent my Native Country from ever 
falling into the Hands of ſuch an able State f 
man. 


You proceed to inform us, that the Srur- 
Ty Feſts made upon this able Stateſman, 
though they delighted the RABBTE, (a 
modeſt Term for the People of Athens,) 
« Aiſguſted all Men of Senſe and Diſtinc+ 
tion: »I wiſh you had told us who gave you 
this Piece of private Intelligence; for I can- 
not find any ſuch Thing in Hiſtory, You 
add that Pericles bore theſe Scuruy Fefts 

with 
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with an herozck Serenity. He did indeed 
bear them, becauſe he could not help it; 
but I am much miſtaken, if ſome of them 
did not a little diſcompoſe the ſerene Muſcles 
in the Countenance of your heroick State ſ⸗ 
man. Vou add, That theſe ſame Scuryy Jeſts, 
under ſome of his $ ucceſſors drew down 
% A NECESSARY and ABSOLUTE RESTRAINT 


« from fuch Petulancies. ” 


| 1 you mean that the Athenians had any 
Reſtraint laid upon their Pens, before the 
Meaſures of Pericles had occaſioned the Ta- 
king of their City, the Deſtruction of their 
Commonwealth, and the ſubjecting of them to 
the horrid Government of the Thirty Tyrants ; 
J fay, if you mean this, what you aſſert is 
falſe in Fact; The Athenians, till all theſe 
Calamities were brought upon them by the 
Adminiſtration of Pericles, conſtantly enjoy- 
ed the Liberty F the Preſs. The Blun- 
ders and Vices of Cleon and Alcibiades, when- 
eyer they affected the Publick, were expoſed 
C4 with 
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with as much Freedom, as the weak and 
wicked Politicks of Perzcles. 


_ . Yov aſſert, that « Mr. Budgell /ays, Pe- 
c ricles overturned the Athenian Conſtitu- 
&« tion; and to prove this cites the Scurrili- 
&« ties of Comick Poets.” No, Maſter Olrick / 
I do indeed ſay, that Pericles overturned 
the Athenian Conſtitution ; and fo ſays every 
Hiſtorian who has wrote of thoſe Times : 
I prove what I ſay, not by Quotations | 
out of Comzck Poets, but by the moſt no- 
torious and undeniable Matters of Fact, ex- 
tracted out of the moſt authentick Hiſtories. 
T ſhew, indeed, at laſt, that while Perzcles 
was playing his Pranks, which were equally 
ridiculous and wicked, the Comick Poets did 
not ſpare him; but that they, and other Athe- 
nian Writers, endeavoured to make their 
Countrymen ſenſible, before it was too late, 


what muſt be the Conſequences of his cor- 
rupt and ſcandalous Adminiſtration. 


Your 


( 23 4 


Vous Excellency proceeds in your De- 
fence of this able Stateſman: You ſay that 
« 'Thucydides does not write like, Mr. Bud- 
6. gell , againſt Pericles, though he was his F 4 
« and though he was baniſhed by his Means: v. 2 
That “ Thucydides was above employing 
« thoſe leiſure Hours which his Excluſi on 
« from State Affairs had given him, in writ- 
« ing Lampoons, or publiſbing Ms p 
« even againſt his moſt inveterate ne 


© Brwieve me, Maſter vas whatever 
you may think, this laſt notable Paragraph 
ſhews nothing, but that you are guilty of 


ſuch a Miſtake, as any Man ought to be 
aſhamed of, who makes the leaſt Pretentions 


to Letters or Hiſtory. T do not, however, 
expect your Excellency ſhould bluſh: It is 
not natural to your Family. 


Arr the Learned World will perceive, 
from your own Words, which I have quoted, 
what 


(26) 
what an egregious Blunder you are fallen in- 
to: But I do not think it incumbent upon 
me to ſhew you the Miſtake you labour un- 
der; or to correct all the Errors of a Stateſman, 
who may at preſent plead a -preſcriptive 
Right to the glorious and neceſſary Privi- 
ledge of Blundering : 1 ſhall leave you up- 
on this Article in the ſame State of Igno- 
rance 1 found you and only tell you, that 
neither I, nor any of your Readers, ſhould, 
I. believe, have gueſſed what it was that 
made you undertake the Defence of ſo worth- 
teſs and wicked a Creature as Pericles, if 
you had not been 10 extreamly. kind as to 


let us yourſelf into the Secret. You tell 
us that © I would inſinuate a kind of Par- 
« rallet between Pericles and a certain Gen- 
„ tleman; and it appears that your Excel- 
lency. has a particular Tenderneſs and Acfecti- 

on for this certain Gentlemen. To which I 
anſwer, That in my Book, to which I ap- 
peal, I do not give even the leaſt, the moſt 
diſtant Intimation that I deſign the Character 
of 


(29) 
of Pericles as a Parallel to any Stateſmen 
of this Age: I hope that the Picture I have 
drawn of Pericles, which I ſhall ſtill ven- 
ture to affirm is a very zuft one, is not ſo 
like any Politician now living, that all the 
World muſt neceſſarily ſee the Reſemblance: 
Yet if it be, I muſt tell your Excellency, it 
ſhall be my daily Prayers, that Providence 
by ſome Means, or other, will deliver that 
miſerable Nation, who are fallen: into the 
Hands of ſo wretched and wicked a State ff 
man. The ſame Cauſe produces the ſame 
Effect. As the moſt powerful and glorious 
Commonwealth. in all Greece, was deſtroyed 
by the mean Feahou/tes, the Follies, the Na- 
pacionſueſ5, the Weakneſs, and the Wickednefs 
of Pericles, I will venture to affirm, that the 
moſt flouriſhing Kingdom this Day in Eu- 
rope, would certainly be ruined under the 
Conduct of ſuch another a Stateſinan. 


Bur tho I do infift upon it, that T 
have no where inſinuated there is the leaſt 
Parallel 


Book, and in the very Words of Quintilian 


( 28 ) 


Parallel between Pericles and a certain 
Gentleman, I muſt own I am infinitely ſur- 
priſed to find that your Excellency has been 
ſo kind as to inſinuate this for me. Your 


Words are very remarkable: You are pleaſed 


to ſay, © you will allow that the Abilities, 
« the Eloquence, and the Oppoſers of both» 


«© may give ſome Room for ſuch a Parallel.” 


Will you fo, Maſter Dirich! I am afraid, if 
1 had ſaid thus much, you would have called 
upon the ſecular Power to have anſwered 
me: But fince you are pleaſed to allow all 
this your ſelf, vig. That the Abilities, the 
Eloquence, and the Oppoſers of Pericles, may 
give ſome Room for a Parallel between him 
and a certain Gentleman; let us ſee what the 
Abilities and Eloquence of Pericles really 


were, and what ſort of Men were his Op- 


Po ers. As to his Abilities and Conduct, I 


have given a pretty full Account of them, 
and of the bleſſed Conſequences with which 
they were attended: I have likewiſe, in my 


and 


(29) 
and Thucydides, given an Account of his Elo. 
quence, and of his Method of Managing 4 
Debate inan Aſſembly of the People. 


To oblige your Excellency, let us now ſee 
what ſort of Men were his Oppo/ers. 


Every Body knows that the two Men, 
who were the chief and conſtant Oppoſers of 
the wicked and tyrannical Deſigns of Pericles, 
were Cimon and Thucydides. 


Tux firſt of theſe was the greateſt Gene- 


ral, and the beſt Citizen, that ever Athens 
bred. 


His Actions were ſuch as would appear 
incredible, if all Hiſtorians had not in Effect 
given us the ſame Account of them : His 
Valour and Aﬀability render'd Athens the 
Miſtreſs of all Greece; He entirely ſubdued 
the Thracians, ſubjected all the Cher/oneſe 

to 


(39) 
to the Commonwealth of Athens, and built 
and peopled the City Amphipolis. 


-= 


He now turned his Arms againſt the Per- 
ſian Empire, that conſtant and dreadful Ene- 
my to Greece. After a Multitude of great 
Actions, at laſt, with a Felicity which no 
General has yet equalled, he obtained on the 
ſame Day, one moſt glorious Victory at Sea, 

and another at Land. We are expreſſly 
told, that the Firſt of theſe was greater than 
the celebrated Victory of Salamis; and the 
laſt, than that of Plata. The King of 
Perſia, whom the World in that Age called 
the great King, frightened and amazed at 
theſe prodigious Succeſſes, was glad to obtain 

a Peace upon ſuch Conditions as Cimon 
thought fit to grant him; and by a ſolemn 
Treaty yielded up the Dominion of the Sea 
ſo abſolutely to the Athenians, that he hs 
greed, None of his Gallies, or Men of War, 
ſhould ever appear for the future between 
the Cyanean and the Chelidonian Iſlands: 
Con- 


(98 


Conſequently by this Treaty, the haughty 
Perſian could neither enter the Agean Sea 
by the Euxine, nor the Mediterranean by 
the Seas of Pamphylia, or Syria ; and the A. 
thenians had a vaſt TRADE ſecured to them. 


. In a Word, Cimom carried the Glory of 
Athens to its utmoſt Height, made her dread- 
ed, or adored by all Nations; nor could any 
Thing, but a moſt ſcandalous Adminiſtration, 
have poſſibly ruined her in a few Zears, after 
all theſe glorious Succeſſes. 


WHEN this great Man had ended his 
Wars, and was at Leiſure to reſide in Athens, 
his whole Intereſt and Eſtate were always 
at the Service of Merit in Diſtreſs, and con- 
ſtantly employed in the moſt Generous and 
God. lie Actions. If we may believe the 
Accounts given of him by all Hiſtorians, 
(and I have tranſcribed the very Words of 
one of them, in my Letter to the King of 
Sparta,) there was not a /ingle Day paſſed, 

in 


. td 
„ 
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in which the generous Cimon, did not do 
ſomething more great and noble, than Peri- 


cles ever did, throughout the whole Conurſe 


of his ſhameful Life. 


Suck was the Man, Maſter Ulrich, who 
was the chief Oppo/er of the Deſigns of Peri- 
cles; and whom your Hero, having moſt 
infamouſly forged a Plot, and corrupted the 
Athenians with all the Money in the Trea- 
ſury, got baniſhed out of Athens, as an Ene- 
my to his Country. 


Tus moſt conſiderable Perſon next to 
Cimon, who was a conſtant Oppoſer of the 
Meaſures of Pericles, was the virtuous and 
Learned Thucydides, the greateſt Stateſman 
in the Age he lived: The Mean Jealouſy 
of Pericles, never permitted him to reſt, 
till he had alſo ruined and baniſhed this ex- 


cellent Man. 


Givi 


(33) 


Glvk me leave to tell you, Maſter VU 
rick, that the ſeveral Facts I have here men- 
tioned, are notorious and undeniable. 


Ix your Excellency will ſtill allo and 
maintain, that the Abilities, the Eloquence, 
and the Oppoſers of Pericles, may give ſome 
Room for a Parallel between him and a 
certain Gentleman, a Friend of your Excel. 
| lency's, I believe the moſt zealous Oppoſers 
of that Gentleman, will not enyy him the 
Honour your Excellency is pleaſed to confer 
upon him. ; 


I have done with your Excellency's firſt 
Epiſtle, 


I ſhall take notice next, of what the 
Hy- Doctor is pleaſed to ſay in his Letter, 
which he has done me the Honour to addreſs 
to me. 


— 
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1 find the Doctor, as well as your Excel- 


lency, is extreamly ſolicitous about the Cha- 


racter and Reputation of Pericles : T ſhall 
not, however, pretend to determine whether 
the Doctor's great Tenderneſs and Concern 
for this able Stateſman, proceeds from the 
ſame Motiye with your Excellency's, namely, 
from his apprehending that there may be 
ſome Room for a Parallel between Pericles 
and a certain Gentleman. 


Be that as it will, the Door very grave- 
ly aſſures me, that Mr, Nicolas Cauſſin ſays, 


« Pericles was a better Speaker than Thu- 
„ cydides.” The Doctor adds, That . Ar. 


“ Cauſſin thin Thucydides himſelf learnt 
* of Fencles.. ** 


Mr. Cavssin may for ought I know, be of 
this Opinion; for I confeſs I never did, nor 
I believe ever ſhall, read one Page in all his 
Works, The Doctor in the next Place, moſt 
earneſtly conjures me to read a Book, which 

he 


(3s) 

he ſays, was wrote by Mr. Temple Stanyan + 
T had formerly the Honour to know Mr. 
Stanyan ; but tho? T ſhall readily allow him 
to be a very worthy Man, I believe L ſhall 
hardly take the Pains to conſult his Works 
for the moſt Authentick Account of Pericles. 


LASsI TI, the Doctor has found out, that 
Plutarch and Gellins, both atteſt that Peri- 
cles once, © would not perjure himſelf 
« even for his Friend. And yer, ſays the 
Doctor, Mr. Budgell calls him unjuſt. The 
Doctor does ſeem to allow, which is more 
than your Excellency has done, that Peri- 
© cles was ſubje& to a few Foibles. But ſays 
the Doctor, Is My. Budgell, or the beſt 
« Man upon Earth, exempt from Foibles 2”? 
If the Doctor ſhould happen to be a Clerg y- 
man, (as ſome People ſhrewdly ſuſpect,) and 
is of Opinion, that for a Stateſman to rob 
the publick Treaſury, to forge Plots, to ruin 
the moſt virtuous and valuable Men, to 
murder, to aſſaſſinate, to oyerturn the Con- 

D 2 Kitution 
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Aitution' he was born -under, and, laſtly, to 
ruin his Country, are only Foibles ; WY fay, 
if this is the Doctor's Opinion, I would moſt 
humbly recommend him to your Excellency 
for a Chaplain : Tis not impoſſible, but he 
might ſoon become a riſiug Man at the Spar- 
tan Court. The Doctor having ſufficiently 
brightened the Character of Pericles, at- 
tempts next to blacken that of the late Lord 
Oxford, and is exceſſively diſpleaſed at my 
having ſaid ſomething in my Book, which, 
the Doctor ſeems to think, is too much to the 
Advantage of that great Man. 


TRE Doctor in particular, is highly pro- 
voked at my having obſerved, that the late 
Lord Oxford formed and eftabliſhed the 
South-Sea Company, and made Government 
Securities ſell at Par, which were before at 
forty per Cent. diſcount, 


Tn Doctor has indeed, a little too much 
Modeſty to deny this Fact; but then he aſ- 


ſures 
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ſures me, that my Lord Oxford took the De- 
fign from Blount the Scrivener in Change- 
Alley. I ſhall not pretend to determine 
from whence his Lordſhip took the Deſign; 
but with the Doctor's leave, I ſhall venture 
to repeat once more, what I have already 
ſaid in my Book, viz. That“ the South-Sea 
« Company, tho* it bas been lately made an 
« Inſtrument to perpetrate the greateſt Ini- 
% quities, yet when it was firſt eſtabliſhed, 
« was perhaps as great a national Benefit, 
: « and might have been made to ſerve as 
„ noble Ends, as any one Thing that bas 
<«--been ſet on Foot by any Engliſh Miniſter 
« in this Age. : 


A 


A 


e Tux Doctor, for certain Rea ſons, takes no 
2 © manner of Notice of what I have made the 
at moſt. beautiful Part of the late Lord Ox- 


ford Character, namely, that he never 
aimed at amaſſing a vaſt Eſtate from the 
Blood and Ruin of his Fellou- Subjects. It 
is certain, that upon the Occaſion juſt men. 


D 3 tioned 


res 
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tioned, namely, the efabliſhing the South. 
Sea Company, the late Lord Oxford might, 
if he had pleaſed, very eaſily have put a 
Million of Money into his own Pocket. I 
never yet heard him charged with having 
made the leaſt private Advantage to bim- 
ſelf, tho' ſo fair an Opportunity lay before 


him; and I will venture to aſſure the Doctor, 


that his Lordſhip did not, at leaſt, take 7hzs 
Part of his Conduct from any Scrivener 
in Cbange- Alley. 


HOowER VERA it may provoke either your 
Excellency: or the Doctor, I ſhall make one 
farther Obſervation upon the Conduct of 
the late Earl of Oxford, viz. That during his 
whole Adminiſiration, there was not one 
PLot ſtarted, nor one STATE CRIMINAL 
executed. He had perhaps the beſt private 
intelligence of any Engliſh Miniſter ſince 
Thurloe He was not unapprized of the 
Correſpondence ſome great Men kept up in 
Foreign Parts, to oppoſe: the Meaſures of 
| the 
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the late Queen; nor was he ignorant of ſome 
Extraordinary Reſolutions that were taken : 
He made no other Uſe of his Knowledge, but 
to prevent thoſe Reſolutions from being put 
in Execution: He even generouſly took an 
Occaſion to ſay in Company, from whence 
he knew his Words would be carried, 
That if he was Cruel Man, he had it in his 
Power to take off ſome of the beſt Heads 
in Great Britain. 9 


I Have Reaſons to believe, That what 
he ſaid was literally true. 


IN a Word, the late Lord Oxford neither 
entered into ſhameful Confederacies with 
Brokers and Stock-jobbers to plunder the Ne- 
ceſſitous and Ignorant 3 nor was the Author 
of cruel Laws, or Sham-Plots, to take 


away the Lives or Liberties of his Fellow- 
Subjects. 
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Hx kept his Hands unſullied with Monxzy, 
and unſtained with Brood. 


I rave done with the Doctor; for as to 
his perſonal Ne flections, fince I am ſenſible 
J have been ſometimes betrayed by ſuch ſort 
of Reflections, to ſay too much about my/ef, 
I ſhall take no manner of Notice of them. 


I coMe next to the learned Mr. Osborne. 


I IND Mr. Osborne is no leſs offended, 
than your Excellency, with that Part of my 
Book which relates to the Liberty of the 
Preſi; and is highly proyoked with my 
| Quotation againſt Pericles, out of the Co- 
mick Poet called Ti eleclides, and with my 
Story of Timoleon. I have acquainted my 
Readers, That Timoleon (who was as great 
and as ſucceſsful an Aſſertor of Liberty, as 
ever yet appeared in the World) after he 
had depoſed a great Number of Brauto, and 

5 reſtored 
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reſtored their Freedom to many unhappy Ci- 
ties and Commonwealths, hearing that one 
Demanetus, of Syracuſe, took all Opportu- 
nities to diſparage his Conduct, and railed 
publickly againſt him, inſtead of taking 
any Revenge, as he might eaſily have done, 
declared, in a Tranſport of Joy, That rbe 
Gods had at laft granted him the greateſt 
Favour they could have conferred upon him, 
free it had been the conſtant Subjekt of hir 
Prayers, That the Syracuſians might enjoy 
fo perfect a State of Liberty, that every 
Man among them might ſpeak freely, and 
with Impunity, whatever he thought of an- 
other. Mr. Osborne aſſures us, © in the 
„Name of Common Senſe, and with all due 
« Reverence to Timoleon, that this Liberty 
« ought not to be ſuffered. ” So that I find, 
the unhappy Timoleon, after all his glorious 
Tolls in the Cauſe of Liberty, fought for a 
Thing he did not under ſtand; and muſt be 
content, for the future, to be thought a Mad. 


man, as well as another poor Gentleman, whom 
I could name. Your 


(148. ) 


Your Excellency is alſo highly provoked 


at this Story of Timoleon. You adviſe me to 


look once again into Plutarcb's Lives; and 


are ſo good as to inform me, what I find you 
are very ſure of, viz. That © I may be fur- 


< nihed with an Engliſh Tranſlation of them 


« af Mr. Tonſons. It happens, however, 
a little unluckily for your Excellency's Feſt, 
that I did not take the Story of Timoleon 
and Demanetus out of Plutarch's Lives : 1 
took it from an Author who lived many Zears 
before Plutrach. I have quoted this Author's 
own Words, in the Language he wrote; and 
though I have not ſet down his Name at the 
End of them, yet if your Excellency had 
ever read any Thing but E ngliſh Tran ſla- 
tion, you might have made a Shift to have 


found him out. 


T RETURN to Mr. Osborne. 


Tris 


( 43 ) 


'Tars Learned Author has the Misfortune | 


to be a little inconſiſtent with himſelf: He 
very frankly owns, in one Part of his Pa- 
per, That © There ought to be no Reſiraint 
« upon the Preſs :” He even falls into a Fit 
of Devotion upon this. Occaſion. © God 
« forbid, ſays Mr. Osborne, 7 bar the 
«© p PRESS ſhould ever be in the Hands of the 
« Goyernment, or be limited by Power or 
Authority; for then we ſhall have nothing 
* publiſhed but what Power and Authority 
cc think fit 5 then inſtead of eftabliſhed 7. ruth, 
„ wwe may in other Reigus, and under other 
« Adminiſtrations, have eſtabliſhed PO 
« and eſtabliſhed Wickeanefs too. 


To the above Prayer, I * Lad to ſub- 
join a moſt hearty Amen. But yet, me- 
thinks, it is not ſo conſiſtent with this De- 
vout Ejaculation, for Mr. Osborne to de- 
clare, in another Part of his Paper, That the 
Authors of thoſe Things, he is pleaſed to 
call Infamous Libels, (or in other Words, 
That 
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That the Authors of all ſuch Things, as 
are wrote in Oppoſition to Mr. Osborne's 
Patron) ought to be puniſhed. 


IN one Part of his Paper, he condeſcends 


to aſſure us, That © IF we are not eaſy "tis 
« our own Faults : That © We live in an 
« Ape and Country where Liberty is in its 
« Aſcendant That Wie are the happy 


“ Nation who enjoy it to as much Perfection 


* as Human Nature ſeems formed for- 
That © Every Man's Property is as ſecure, 
« as any Thing can be made in this World: ” 
That Every Man has alſo Liberty to ex- 
© amine into all Opinions, and ſearch in- 
« 20 all Subjocko, Religious and Political. 
Yet, after this laſt fine Period, Mr. Osborne 
immediately adds I wiſh I could ſay this 
« Liberty was FULL and PERT ECT.“ I 
heartily wiſh I could ſay ſo too, and ſpeak 
Truth. I likewiſe wiſh, That Mr. Osborne 
had vouchſafed to explain his own Meaning: 
It is very evident, from his own Words, 

N that 
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that even in the happy Age, and under the 
bleſſed Adminiſtration we now live, he 
does not think that the Liberty of the 
Preſs, which he owns is Fundamental to 


all our other Liberties, is either Full or 


N 


WHarT is the Meaning of all this incon- 
ſiſtent Jargon? In order to let my Readers 
into the Secret, it is neceſſary I ſhould in- 
form them, that The Perſon who, under the 
Name of Osborne, would Weekly inſtruct 
the Town in Politics, if he could but per- 
ſuade them to read his Papers, is generally 
ſaid to have a Place under the Government, 
and to be a Freethinker. It is thought 
that he is writing at preſent, in hopes to get 
ſome better Preferment ; but finds it a little 
difficult to reconcile the Deiſt and the Free- 
thinker, with the fawning SJycophant and 
the Dependant Place-man. 
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My Principles and Politicks are all of 4. 


piece; and T muſt ſtill Rick to that Defini- 


tion of the Liberty of the Preſt, which I 
have given in my Letter to his Spartan Ma- 
jeſty. I take the Liberty of the Preſs to 
be a Liberty for every Man to communi- 
cate his Sentiments freely to the Publick, 
upon Political or Religious Points. 


In thoſe Countries where Men are the 
greateſt Slaves, they may write as much, and 
in what Manner they pleaſe, upon any Sub- 
jects but Religion and Politics: A Man 


may publiſh his Thoughts with the atmoſt 


Freedom, either in Tarky or Denmark, upon 


the Nature of Butterflies, or the Virtues of 


the Loadſione. 


I am for allowing Mr. Osborne full Li- 
berty to attack either the Biſbop of London, 
or Doctor Waterland, in what Manner he 
pleaſes: If he is not much better verſed in 


Church- 


(47) 

Church-Hiſtory, than in Politicks, he is 
not a very formidable Enemy. I hope our 
eſtabliſhed Church does not want ſuch Ar- 
guments for her Support as Fines, Priſons, 
Racks, and Faggots: I hope our Clergy 
are at leaſt able to ſhew that ſhe has as few 
Errors, as any of her Neighbours ; that it 
is neceſſary we ſhould have ſome Religion 
among us; and that if we would change for 
the better, it muſt not be for any Religion 
that is at preſent eſtabliſhed in any Country 
in Europe, 


I nave a thorough Abhorrence for Cru- 
elty and Perſecution ; and yet (with Mr, 
Ocborne*s Leave) I would, methinks, have 
italmoſt as penal to cxamine freely and fair- 
ly the Conducs and Character of eſis 
Chriſt, as of Sir R— f W—e. 


80 much for Mr. Osborne. 
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I rRocztD with Fear and Trembling to 


conſider the Performance of the polite Mr. 
N. alſingham; becauſe this Gentleman ſeems 
to be the Orlando Furioſo of your Excellen- 
* Party. 


1 the World will believe Mr. W alſing- 


ham, I am, © the moſt exalted Genius in 
« Grub-Street; the deepeſt Politician in 


& Bedlam; and a moſt erudite Graduate in 
* both thoſe Uni ver ſities. J am alſo the 
& ſignal Repreſentative, and Plenipoten- 
& ztzary of all the Powers of Grub-Street ; 
«© Bedlam's Prophet; and Ambaſſador 


extraordinary from the Fleet-Priſon. ” 


But T am afraid, my Readers would 
think it looked too much like Vanity, 
ſhould T enumerate one Half of thoſe 2/1uſ- 
trious Titles, with which this ingenious 


Author, out of his abundant Goodneſs, has | 
thought fit to dignify me: Mr. Walſingham | 


15 likewiſe very poſitive, that the Petition | 
which | 
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which I preſented to the King of Great Bri- 
tain almoſt a Tuelve Month ſince, was an 


& humble and modeſ} Requeſt; to remove 


« certain Great Man from his Preſence 
- and Councils for ever: And that my late 
« oluminous Work, fairly print ed, entitled 
« A Letter to the King of Sparta, which is 
« to be ſold for ſo ſmall a Price as Seven 
« Shillings and Six Pence, is as yet un- 
s ſallied with Fingers.” w 

InsTEAp of attempting to Anſwer all 
theſe fine Things, I ſhall only preſume to 


give my Readers, a ſhort Key for the better 
under ſtanding of them. 


I am credibly informed, that one Mr, 
R. M. of whom I haye taken ſome notice 
in my Letter to the King of Sparta, the 
Honourable Francis Walſingham Eſq; and 
an Attorney's C. lerk, who lately eloped from 
his Maſter, and has ever ſince been protected 


by a great Man, and paid a weekly Allow- 
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ance from the T——y ; I fay, I am credibly 
informed that theſe 7hree moſt learned and 
moſt illuſtrious Perſons, are indeed but one 
and the fame Man; who for the Benefit 
and Inſtruction of the good People of, Eng- 
land, writes a Weelly Political Paper, and 
takes care to deliver it gratis, to ſuch * 
Houſes as are _— to receive it. 


Tuis polite Author is ſo intirely employ- 
ed about paying his perſonal Civilities to 
me, that he has taken notice but of ove Pa 
ſage in all my Boot. Tho' Mr. Walſingham 
is one of the beſt-bred Men alive, I have 
it ſeems unhappily incurred his high Diſ- 
pleaſure, for what I have ſaid in Favour of 
the late L—4d B.- 1 . It is certain, 
however, that J have not ſaid what this 
e Author is ſo good as to male me 
ſay; and it is as certain, that tho the Friends 
of the late L----d Bo— ke ſeem to think 
I have faid 700 little of him, and his Ene- 


mics are of an Opinion I have ſaid 700 
much, 


le- 
£00 
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much, yet that indifferent People do allow 
what 1 have ſaid is 7u/? : What I have really 
ſaid of this great Man, ſuch of my Rea- 
ders may ſee as will give themſelyes the 
Trouble to look into my Letter to the King 
of Sparta: To which, with your Excel 
lency's Permiſſion, and Mr. Wal/mgham's 
Leave, I ſhall preſume to add thus much : 
I have heard impartial People allow that 
the late L. d B——ke has at leaſt as 
much Honour and Honeſtly, as a certain 
Man whom I could Name: I have heard 
his very Enemies allow, he has ten Times a 


better Capacity; and all the World knows, 


when he was in Power, (being conſcious 


perhaps, that his own Genius was ſu- 


perior to moſt Mens,) he was ſo far from be- 


| ing jealous or afraid of Men of Parts and 


Learning, that theſe were the Men whom 


| he endeavoured to introduce into Buſineſs, 
both at Home and Abroad, and to get pre- 
ferred in the Church, and the State. 


E 2 1 
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I XE VER received the leaſt Favour either 
from this Gentleman, or the late Lord Ox- 
. ford: It is well known, that when they 
were both in Power, I oppoſed their Mea- 
ſures with thoſe little Talents Heaven has Þ 
beſtowed upon me. | 


I was made to belieye they were bring- 
ing in the Pretender, and could not be 
quiet while I thought the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion was in Danger; tho? I have Reaſon 4 
to believe, I might have got much more 
by /irting ſtill, than ever Mr. Walſinghan 
will by writing. I ſhall very frankly own, Þ 
and I believe I ſpeak the Senſe of Thou- Þ fai 
ſands of my Fellow-Subje&s, that ſome 
"Things which I have ſeen ſince the Death 
of the late Queen, and which I could never ©, 
once have believed, have given me a much h 
better Opinion, than I had formerly, both the 
of her Majeſty's laſt Miniſiry, and of the] 7. 
Peace of Utretch. | 1 
| „ 


5 


Jo return to Mr. Walſingham. 


I SHALL take but little Notice of his ela- 
borate Performance, for two Reaſons ; Firſt, 
That I may avoid talking of nyſelß, for I 
muſt talk of nothing elſe, if I attempted to 
anſwer Mr. Walſingham : And, Secondly, 
- | becauſe I muſt ingenuoully confeſs (however 
e it mortifies me,) that I look upon a great 
- Þ Part of this Gentleman's Writing to be an- 
nan fewerable. | 


* TI VIII give my Readers a ſhort Speci- 
m men of his Manner, to confirm what I have 
U- ſaid. | 


th Mr. Walſingbam has made a very large 
val Collection out of ſeveral publick Papers, 
ich which, he ſays, have all of them mentioned 
och the Book I lately publiſhed, intitled, I Let. 
ter to the King of Sparta ; and Mr. Walſing. 
bam is pleaſed to think, that I wrote all 


( 54) 
theſe Things myſelf. I hope, however, he 
is ſo generous an Adyerſary as to youch for 
me, that I did not write his own Letter, 
ſhould any of my Enemies charge me 
with it, as I am terribly afraid ſome of them 
will. I | | 


In the ſeveral Papers and V riters, rec- 
koned up by Mr. Walſingham, have really 
mentioned my Book in the Manner he ſays, 
I am ſure, he has told me ſome Particulars I 
never heard of before. 


WHAT I know, is, That the Craft/- 
man and Mr. Fog have been lately pleaſed 
to make my Book the Subject of two of their 
Papers; yet, I am humbly of Opinion, that 
the Town will do me the Faftzce to believe 
me, when I ſolemnly declare, (as I now do) 
that I neither knew the Deſign of either of 
thoſe Gentlemen, nor one Syllable that was 
in either of their Papers, till I law them in 


n. 4 It 
TT EF XX: y . 
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Ir has been ever reckoned no ſmall Piece 
of Judgment in a General, to make a proper 
Choice of the Place he is to engage in, and 
to fight, if poſſible, upon a Spot of Ground, 
from whence he may annoy his Enemies with 
little or no Danger to himſelf. 


= A cunning Diſputant ought to obſerve 
„che fame Rule; and in my Opinion, Mr. 


Wallingham ſeems to ſurpaſs, not only all his 
Brethren, but even to excel your Excellency 


in this particular Point of Conduct. 1 

4 | 4M 
- i F 
d He falls upon me in his Letter, with greet ü 
N | - 2 , | g 2 4 | 
r CDexterity, and in the following Words: fy 
it wt 4 
1 

G “In fifteen hundred Suits, or thereabout, 71 
)) « of Common Law, Actions of Treſpaſs 15 
pf « and Trover, Debt and Defamation, in half 1 
as « 2 thouſand Chancery Cauſes, Writs of Ti 


nÞ © Error, Appeals to Parliament, Cum Mul- 
| tis, aliis; all which he was concerned in, 
Ir E 4 « never 
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i never was his Name once heard of, but 
* either as Plaintiff or Defendaut. ?? 


7 


Wa r Man alive can anſwer an Attorney's 
Clerk, who is ſo :mmoderately witty in his 
own Way? | 


Ms. Falſngham having utterly demoliſh- 
ed me as a Counſellor, in the Manner your 


Excellency ſees, proceeds next to ruin 


my Reputation as a Scholar. He aſſures all 


his Readers, and I preſume upon his ows 
Knowledge, That 


% Mx. Budgell tranſlated Theophraſtus 
« from the French, and entitled himſelf 
« by that accurate Work to the Fame of 
“ conſummate Skill in the Greek. ?? I take 


this to be the moſt untind and cruel Part of 


all his Epiſtle. He has here taken from me 


all Poſſibility of defending my ſelf upon this 


Head; for what Defence can the moſt impu- 
dent 


(57) 


dent Thief alive make, when he is caught 


and detected in the very Act of Stealing 2 


I MICHT indeed alledge, That one Mr. 
Auadi ſon has declared in the 294th Page of the 
fourth Volume of his Works, that my Tran- 
flation of Theophraſtus was the beſt Tranſla- 


tion he ever ſaw of any Proſe Author; that 
his Reaſons for thinking ſo take up ſeveral 


Pages; that he has even taken the Pains to 
compare my 'Tranſlation with the French 
Tranſlation of the celebrated Monſieur Bru- 
yere, and has ſaid ſuch Things in Preference 
of the former, as I will not trouble your Ex- 
cellency with quoting. 


To what Purpoſe ſhould I mention them! 
Since this ſame Mr. Addi ſon, is well known 
to have been Juſt ſuch another Grub, as thoſe 
Grubs of Athens, with whom your Excel- 
lency informs us, that able Stateſman Peri- 
cles had the Misfortune to be peſtered. 


As 
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As a plain Demonſtration, that this Mr. 
Addiſon was juſt ſuch a Grub as thoſe 
Grubs of Athens, upon whom your Excellen- 
cy is ſo very ſevere ; I am pretty well aſſured, 
that, once upon a Time, he drew the Pictures 
of a certain able State ſinan and his Brother, 
after the Grote ſque Manner ; and in Imita- 
tion of the Hiſtory of Don Quixot and 
Sancho Pancha. I am pretty certain, that 
ſome good Judges were of Opinion, he never 
wrote any Thing in all his Life with more 
Wit and Humour; that his Papers are ſtill in 
Being; and that it is not impoſible, but that 
one Day or other they may ſee the Light. 


I am ſenſible the Authority of ſo errant 
a Grub, would have no manner of Weight ei- 
ther with your Excellency, or with the learned 
and honourable Frances H, alſingham Eſq; 


I SNALI therefore leave this ingenious 
Gentleman in full Poſſeſſion of his Victory, 
and the Field of Battle; and proceed to the 

. Conſi- 
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| Conſideration of your Excellency's Second | 


Epiſtle, lately publiſhed in the We Cou- 
rant. | 


— 


Mx. Fog, in his Fournal of the Twentieth 
of the laſt Month, has ſome Conſiderations 
on the Conduct and Character of the late 
Lord Oxford; and in the Opinion of moſt 
Men, has made it very evident, that the late 
Earl of Oxford was not the worſt Minifter 
Great Britain ever ſaw, nor, the Treaty of 


Utrecht the moſt diſbonourable Treaty ſhe 
eyer made. 


MR. Fog, while he is upon, theſe two 

Heads, has inſerted in his Journal a pretty 

long Quotation out of my Letter to the King 

of Sprata Some People are humbly of 
Opinion, That it plainly appears from this 
Quotation, that our Affairs were by no 

) & Means in a deſpicable Condition after the 
Peace of Utrecht, nay more, that It is very 
| evident, that if we had but acted with 
common 


(60) 


common Prudence, and made a right 'V/z 
of a moſt glorious Opportunity which Pro- 
vidence lately offered us, we might have di- 
vided the Houſe of Bourbon, have been the 
Favourite Nation with Spain, have had all 
imaginable Indulgence in our Trade to the 
Indies, have been in Poſſeſſion of the moſt 
valuable Commerce in the World, and at 
this Time, properly n have held the 
Ballance of Europe. 


Mr. Fos concludes his Paper with ſome 
Remarks upon the preſent Earl of Oxford 
and his Lady; and with the Character given 
of the late Lord B ——hke by the late Mr. 
Addiſon, which I have mention'd in my 
Letter to his Spartan Majeſty. 


Your Excellency was, it ſeems, ſo highly 
offended at this Paper of Mr. Fog's, that you 
could not forbear reſuming your Pen; and 
to this fortunate Accident the Publick is 
obliged for your ſecond Epiſtle. | 


INTEAD 
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InstrEAD of anſwering any one Para- 
graph in Mr. Fog's Paper, your Excellency 
has thought proper to aſſure all your Read- 
ers, that Mr. Fog himſelf is a Villain, that 
the late L ——4d &-— ke 18 a Fool, and that 
I ama Mad. Man. Iam in ſome little Doubt» 
whether, if your Excellency. was not @ Per- 
ſon of Quality, this Method of Writing 
would paſs either for Mit, or Humour, or 
Argument, or Learning; but in your Ex. 
cellency's preſent Situation, it would be a 
Sin to doubt of your having your Admz- 
rers. 
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I SHALL leave Mr. Fog and the late L- d 
B ——hke to anſwer for themſel ves, being in- 
clined to fancy, that either of them is very 
capable of doing ſo, if he ſhould think it 
worth his while. | 

As to my own Particular, I am fo yery 
far from preſuming to contradi& your Excel- 

lency, 


(62 
lency, or to diſpute my being a Mad Man, 
that I ſhall give up zhis Point, in the ſtrong- 
eft Terms that your Excellency can poſſibly 
deſire. I do hereby grant, and am fully per- 
ſuaded, that whenever the King of Sparta, 
or your Excellency, thinks proper to affirm 


T am a Mad Man, this Propofition is full 


as true as nineteen Parts in twenty of what- 
ever either of you ſay, either in publick 
Aſſemblies or common Conver ſation. 


Havinc given up this Point in as full a 


Manner as either his Spartan Majeſty, or 
your Excellency, can poſſibly expect; it only 
remains, that I ſhould adviſe both of you 
how to make the beſt of it. Should any 
Man for the future prefume to call either 
your Gemeroſity or good Nature into Queſ- 
tion, you may now give an undeniable In- 
ſtance of both. If you had not kindly ac- 
quainted the World with my being a Mad 
Man, it is not unpoſhble but ſome Body or 
other, decei ved by one of my {arid Iutervali 

(in 
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(in which your Excellency allows I have 
ſome Appearance of Reaſon) might have 
employed me in the Buſmeſs of my Profeſſion. 
It is likewiſe poſſible I might not ſo caſily 
have got Lodgings in that Place, which is 
moſt proper for me in my preſent Condition : 
But it is now to be hoped, that all whom it 
concerns, will be edified by that Part of your 
Excellency's Story of the Mad Par ſon, where 
your Excellency ſays, © That by the Com- 
« Paſſion of his Creditors, he was removed 
« from the Fleet to Bedlam.” 5 


One plain Fact is, and ought to be more 
conyincing than a *houſand Arguments; and 
I will venture to aſſert, that there is not a 


Man in England of common Senſe, who, if 


he will but reflect with how uncommon” a 
Generoſity and Compaſſion the King of Sparta 
and your Excellency have acted towards me 
in this Particular, muſt not be fully ſatisfied, 
how unlikely it is you. ſhoald ſet Attar- 
neus npon me, in order to ruin me; and, in a 

Word, 


(64) 
Word, how incapable cither of you is of 
any Action that is either baſe, wicked, or 
cruel. 


.Your Excellency concludes your Epiſtle 
with a moſt diyerting Story ; and gives us 
an Account of a moſt entertaining Conver- 
ſation between hour ſelf and a Mad Par ſon 


within the Walls of Bedlam. ; 
Tur Author of the Grubſtreet Journal , 
in his laſt Paper, has moſt wickedly and ma- 
liciouſly obleryed, that ſince from your own 
Account of your being in Bedlam, (which i 


you tell us was when the Duke of Maribo- 
rough's Glory was in its Meredian Luſtre,) 
you muft have been there about the Year 
1709, it is a little odd, that the Mad Par- 
fon, who, it ſeems, at that Time was your 
Excellencyꝰs Companion, ſhould appeal to 
G:bſon's Codex, and fancy you had read 


Bohun upon Tithes ; becauſe the firſt of theſe 
Books 


665 


Books was not publiſhed till the Year 1713; 
and the laſt of them not till 1730. 


T THINK it will be ſufficient to ſilence 
this Impudent Author, if 'your Excel- 
lency acquaints him, that you write like a 
Per ſon of Quality, and do not take your- 
ſelf to be confined by ſuch Rules, as this 
paultry Fellow, and the Grubs of Athens, 
might think themſelves obliged to obſerve. 
If this is not ſufficenit to filence him, I would 
adyiſe your Excellency boldly to inſiſt upon 
the Right of your Family to blunder ; and 
if he dares diſpute this Point, he muſt have 
more Aſſurance than any one Man in Eng- 


« 

n. 

r : 

7 Howevts, to avoid being troubled with 

2 the impertinent Cavils of this bu//e Cririck 

- for the future, I ſhould adviſe your Excel- 

£ | lency, before you give us another Story, to 

| perſwade ſome of your Friends who under- 
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ſtand Latin, to tell you the "FF of the . 
following Precept in Horare fs 


Fidta Voluptatis Causd ſiut proxima veris : 


N ec guodcungue volet 0 2 bi Fabula 
credi. 1 


Vox Excellency's Friend, the Mad Par. 
ſon, i ls plainly endued with a Spirit F Pro- { 
phecy ; ; and ſeems to haye been the . moſt 4 
knowing Man in Great Britain. Your Chas d 
racter of him would tempt one to belieye |} C 
that the Account is litterally true, which one 
of our Poets has given us of Bedlam : 


I here wrapp'd in Contemplation „ and it 
Straw, 
The Wiſer Few frow the Mad World with- 
„„ i.» | of 


What may ſerve to confirm us in this Opi- & 

nion, is your Excellency? s having acquainted * 

us, that you made Choice of the Long Gal. lit 
ter) 


ne 


- (67) 


lery in this Edifice, as a ft Place for your 
Contemplative Walks ; and it ſeems that this 

Place afforded your Excellency ſeveral wiſe 
Reflectious upon the — of Human 
Nature. 


z 
, x, 


Tax happy Pruits of theſe your Excel- 
lency's Reflections and Contemplations have 
ſo evidently appeared in your Speethes and 
Negotiations, that I make no manner of 
doubt but Poſterity will look upon the Long 
Gallery in Bedlam, with the ſame Fener. 
tion the Romans did upon the ſacred Grove, 
in which Numa is ſaid to have converſed with 
the Goddeſs Eperia ; and where, in his Con- 
templative V. alks,he formed thoſe Laws, which 
were ſo highly beneficial to the Commonwealth. 


Tur I may not ſeem guilty of a Breach 
of Good Manners, I ſhall return your Excel- 
lency 4 Story for that which you have been 
ſo kind as to beſtow upon me; and ſince I 
find your Excellency; like other Modern Po- 
liticiaus, has a ſtrong Averſion to all Greek 

F 2 | and 
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and Latin Authors, I will not take tlie 
Story J ſend you out of any r 
1 and * Fellows. 


Ix my Letter to the King of Sparta, 1 
have given ſome Account of China, and the 
Chineſe : I have obſerved that the Extent 
of this mighty Empire, the Number of its 


Inhabitants, the Beauty and Largeneſs of its 


Cities, and its prodigious Commerce, are al- 
moſt incredible: That the learned Yoſſius 


was of Opinion, the capital City of China, 


including the Suburbs, contained more In- 


| habitants than all Europe; and that the 


Chineſe infinitely excelled all the European. 
in Arts and Sciences. 


I rave ſhewn that tho* Monſieur Yo: 
ſius was perhaps a little too extravagant in 
his Commendations of China, yet that 'tis 
pretty evident that Empire has many more 
Inhabitants than all Europe put together: 


That is very certain, the Chineſe had Bells 
Gun- 


Io 


3 


Ne 
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Gunpowder, the Loadftone, the Uſe of the 
Compats, and the Art of Printing, among 
them for many Ages before any of theſe 
Things were known in Europe. But that 
what they are univerfally allowed, even at 


this Day, to excel all other Nations in, is, 


The Art of Government. 


L nave ſhewn that in China, no Man is 
a Gentleman by his Birth, but that the 
Mandarines, or Gentlemen, become ſuch by 


their own Parts and Learning : That the 


utmoſt Care and Impartiality is uſed to ex- 
amine whether a Man is really qualified to 
be a Mandarine, before he 1s admitted into 
an Order which is fo traly Honourable : 
That out of theſe Mandarines, diſtinguiſhed 
by their Habit and Language, the moſt con- 
ſiderable Officers are choſen for all Civil and 
Military Employments : That the Grows 
itſelf is not hereditary ; but that if the Em- 
peror has ſeveral Sons, and finds the Young- 
eſt of them all to have the 4 Capacity, 

F 3 he 
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(90) 
he adopts him for his Succeſſor : That if he 
has no Son of a Capacity fit to govern ſo 


vaſt an Empire, he makes Choice of ſome 
.- Other Perſon to ſucceed him, from a firm 
Belief, that he cannot do his own Children 


a greater Kindneſs, than to prevent their 
appearing? in that high Station, which muſt 
render their. Defects vifible to all the World ; 
and that he thould be guilty of a Crime, the 
Supreme God, the Almighty Cham Ti, would 


never forgive, if he permitted ſo many Mil- 


lions of People to be made miſerable by the 
Weakneſs and Iucapacity of one Man. 


I nave ſhewn that the Liberty of the 
Preſs is the moſt fundamental Part of this 
glorious and happy Conſtitution : That the 
Emperor himſelf, by his being well aſſured 
that all his Faults will be diſplayed and re- 
corded in the Chronicles of China, is obliged 
to act in a Manner truly becoming his 
high Poſt, if he has the leaſt Regard for his 
Honour or Reputation. 


Tox- 


S 
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Toxquin is a Kingdom which borders 
upon one of the Provinces of China, called 
Yunam. The People of Tonquin learnt 
the Art of Printing ſeveral Ages ſince, from 
their Neighbours the Chineſe : They ex- 


preſs the ſame Reverence for the Memory 


of that great Philoſopher and Stateſman, the 
divine Confucius; they likewiſe uſe the fame 
Character with the Chineſe, and endeavour 
to imitate ſeveral of their Cuſtoms and Man- 
ners. Learning, Arts, and Sciences, are 
upon a good Foot in the Kingdom of Ton- 


guin This Kingdom is the Scene of that 


Story, which I deſign as a Preſent for your 
Excellency, and with, which I ſhall conclude 
my Letter. 


ABout Three Hundred Years ſince, a 
certain Prince reigned in Tonquin, who, tho' 
he had many Great and Royal Virtues, yet 
ſeduced by a Spirit of Indoleuce, which he too 


much indulged in his declining Years, he al- 


— - :- moſt 
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moſt wholly withdrew de from the 
Cares of Government, and while he was 
chiefly intent upon his private Pleaſures, 
intruſted the Adminiſtration of all publick 
Affairs to the Care and Conduct of his 
firſt Miniſter, whaſe Name was X. unc hi. 
This Man, tho' of an ordinary Capacity, by 
a certain Aſſt duity and Forwardneſs which 
were natural to him, had found Means to 
work himſelf into his Prince's Favour. He 
had, for ſome Time, Cunning enough to hide 
the worſt and moſt odious of his Vices ; 
but being now entruſted with the Supreme 
Power in the Kingdom of Tonquin, he flung 
off the Mask, and ſhewed himfelf in his full 
Deformity and Infolence. As he was con- 
ſcious of his own Defects, and want of Ca- 
pacity, for the high Station in which he 
acted, one of the firſt Things he did, was 
to remove every Man from publick Buſineſi 
whoſe Talents or Behaviour he imagined 
would prove a Reflection upon his own. 
His next Buſineſs was to render the Supreme 
Coun: 


2 


En 


Council of Torquit, which conſiſted of fixty 
ſix Members, intirely at his Devotion: To 
this End he filled the Council with his own 
Creatures; and by allowing each of them a 
Tearly Penſion, kept them in a conſtant De. 
pendance upon himſelf. He now gave the 
Reins to his own inſatiable Avarice, and 
daily loaded the miſerable Tonquine ſe with 
new Impoſts and Taxes. Out of theſe he 
allowed the good old King Money enough 
to ſupport him in a State of Eaſe and Luxu- 


ry, and put the Remainder into his owsr 


Pocket. He grew ſo immenſely Rich in a 
tew Years, that his Wealth exceeded eyen 
the King of $;ams, one of the richeſt Prin- 
ces in that Part of the World. In the mean 
Time the Affairs of the Kingdom of Ton- 
quin were reduced to a miſerable Condi- 
tion. I have already obſerved, that Xun. 
chi's mean Jealouſy would not ſuffer him to 


Buſineſs ; The Men therefore that he ſent 
| abroad 
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abroad as Ambaſſadors, or Envoys, became 
a Jeſt to the Neighbouring Nations. 


Tux Perſon he ſent to the Emperor of 


China, was only looked upon in the Quality 


of a Buffoon, at that polite and learned 
Court. The Kingdom of Tonguin was 
over-reached in every Treaty, where her 
Intereſts were debated ; and every Nation in 


Zudia aid hold of the Opportunity, which 


tue \dminiſtration of Xunchi afforded them, 


to rob her of ſome Branch of her TRADE. 


The Reputation of her Military Virtue 
declined, as faſt as that of her Councils. 
Xwunchi who regarded nothing but his own 
Intereſt, and who was no Soldier, was ſo 
ſenſible that a Man who commanded the 
Forces of Tonquin muſt be of ſome Weight, 
have frequent Acceſs to the King, and make 
a Figure in the Adminiſtration, that he 
could not endure the Name, or the Thoughts 
of a Captain. General of the Army: He 


rather choſe to ſee the Kingdom of Tonguin 
| waſted 
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waſted, and infulted on. all Sides, by the 


Siam ſe, the Tartars, and the Coreans. 


In the mean Time the Cries of the Peo- 
ple of 7 onguin grew loud and general: They 
ſaw their Taxes daily increaſing, while their 
Trade was every where decaying; they ſaw 
themſelves inſulted by their Enemies, and 
lighted by their o Allies: They were ſen- 
ſible that Xunchi's Adminiſtration was the 
Cauſe of all their Miſeries: They knew 
their King was good, generous, and merci- 
ful; but Xunchi had ſo ſurrounded him 
with his own Creatures and Relations, that 
it was impoſſible for them to convey their 
Complaints to his Ears. Their miſerable 
Circumſtances made them daily load the 
Cauſe of all their Misfortunes with Millions 
of Curſes. The Men of Parts and Learning 
throughout the Kingdom of Tonquin ſtruck in 
with the Reſentments of the People. Theſe 


Gentlemen were ſenſible that it was their Inter- 


reſt, in amore particular Manner, to hunt down 


the 


(76) 
the wicked Miniſter. They had long obſerved, 
that thoſe Talents and Capacities, which in 
any neighbouring Countries (and even in 
Ti onquin formerly) would have recommended 
them to the Favour of their Prince and the 
Publick,did but expoſe them to the implacable 
Cruelties and Fealouſy of the wicked Xunchi; 
They had found by Experience, that there 
was no Crime upon Earth which this Miniſter 
was not more ready to pardon, than the leaſt 
Appearance of a Genius above the Vulgar. 
Some of them who had given Proofs of 
their Capacities in his Service, found them- 
ſelves not only neglected with a moſt ſcan- 
dalous Ingratitude, but marked out for De- 
ſtruction with an «unrelenting Cruelty, In a 
Word, the Antiphathy of Xunchi to Men 


of Parts and Learning was ſo well known, 
and ſo notorious, that during his Adminiſtra- 


tion it became a Proverb throughout the 
whole Kingdom of Tonquin, That the only 
Way to get any TriNs, was to be good for 
Notring. The fineſt Wits and Pens in 

Tonquin, 


(n) 


Tonquin, upon all theſe Confiderations, added 
Fuel to the Reſentments of the People: They 
drew the Picture of Xunchi in its proper 
Colours; and their own perſonal Injuries 
adding an uncommon Spirit to their Writings, 
made the ſeveral Pieces they publiſhed read 
and admired by all the People; The Miniſ- 
ter found himſelf puſhed on all Sides : He 
ſaw that the Writings which were publiſhed 
againſt him, and contained the /evereſ? 
Truths, made him every Day more odious 
to the People; and he began to fear that 
ſome of theſe Writings might, at laſt, fall in- 
to the Hands of his Royal Maſter, and prove 
fatal to his Greazneſ3, by laying open his 


Cunduct. To prevent theſe Conſequences, 


he reſolved to aboliſh the Liberty of the 
Preſs ; and ſounded ſome particular Members 
of the Council upon this Head: To his infi- 
nite Surprize and Morti fication he found 
that thoſe Men who had hitherto gone all 
Lengths with him, refuſed to take this Step. 
They told him plainly, They durſt not do 
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That the People of Tonquin, who were 
ml great Admirers of the Conſtitution of 
China, would never endure ſo notorious a 
Badge of Slavery: That the meaneſt Man in 
the Kingdom would have Senſe enough 
to ſee, that when a Gag was put into the 
Mouth of Liberty, it could be with no other 
Deſzon, but to prevent her Squawling while 
ſhe was murdered. 'T hey therefore adviſed 
him to encounter his Ad verſaries with their 
own Weapons ; and repreſented to him, that 
it was impoſſible but a Man who was poſſeſ- 
ſed of ſo many Millions, muſt find proper 
Advocates to plead his Cauſe. Xuncht re- 
folved for once to follow their Advice: He 
picked out ſome choſen Men, whom he look- 
ed upon to be the brighteſt of his Block- 
heads, and ſettled a Penſion upon each of 
them to write Paneg yricks upon him, and 
to defend his Conduct. Their Perfor- 
ances no ſooner appeared in Publick, than 
they were received with the Hiſſes, the 


Laughter, the Scorn, and the Contempt 
| of 
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of the whole Kingdom of as They 
ſerved to no other End, than to afford 
the Enemies of the Miniſter freſh Subjects 


for their Satires: Every F hing that looked f 


like an Argument in his Defence, was imme- 
diately confuted. If any Part of his Conduct 
was doubtful before, it was now plainly de- 
monſtrated to be all F a Piece, and equally 
wicked and abſurd. His Adverſaries, who 
had unluckily got Poſſeſſion, not only of 
the right Side of the Queſtion, but of all the 
Wit and Learning that appear'd in the Di 
pute, expoſed his Weabneſſes, and ſhew'd him 
to the People in ſo many ridiculous Lights, that 
whereas at firſt he was only uni verſally hated, 
he now grew to be moſt heartily Je/pz/ed. 
The Stateſman (though his Head was none 
of the cleareſt, as I have already obſerved) 
had juſt Senſe enough to perceive the infinite 
Difference between the ile and Writing. of 
thoſe who attacked, and thoſe who defended 
him. He found himſelf but in an ill Way; ; 
and that it was next to impoſſible to hold out 
W long 


(80) 


long at this Rate. He one Day togk the 
Matter into his ſcrious Conſideration in one of 
his Contemplative Walks : He reflected, that 
his Reputation, which was never very great, 
either for Honeſty or Politicks, loſt Ground 
apace ; that his Vices and Blunders became 
eyi:ry Day more apparent, and his Character 
more ridiculous; that uo Defence at all, was 
much better than a /{lly one; that in the jirft 
Calle, every Man was apt enough to ſuggeſt 
to 11imſelf the beſt Arguments, which in his 
own Opinion might be urged in fayour of 
a Perſon accuſed; that ſaying nothing to 
what was alledged againſt him, would at 
leaſt carry the Appearance of a noble Di/ſ- 
dain, and look as if he could have anſwered his 
Adveerſaries, if he had not thought it beneath 

him. to take notice of them; but that all the 
ridi.culous Traſb which was now daily wrote 
in his Defence without Argument, without 
Wit, and without Learning, and which even 
his few Friends began to be weary of read- 
ing, did but moſt evidently ſhew the Weal- 
| ne ſi 
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#eſs of his Cauſe, and expoſe him to the ree 
peated Inſults of his Enemies. 


Dx all theſe Reflections, which were 
ſome of the wiſeſt he ever made in his Life, 
he determined to impoſe Silence upon all 
thoſe notable Champions, who were at pre- 
ſent ſo buſy in his Defence, He ſummoned 
them all to meet him in his Apartment. His 
Bloc head ſoon came about him; and the 
Stateſman having taken his Place at the up- 
per End of the Table, beſpoke the Aſſem- 

bly in theſe Words : 


My worthy Friends, 


{* OUGH I am very ſenſible of your good 
Will towards me, and ſhall ever retain a 


grateful Senſe of all your Favours, yet at preſent, 
for ſome Reaſons of State, which it is not ſo pro- 
per I ſbould communicate to you, I muſt deſire you 
will ſuſpend your Labours in my Behalf, I in- 
treat you, My moſt Worthy F riends, wo longer ta 
throw away your ineftimable Writings upon 4 Peo- 

G ple 
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ple ſo flupid and ungrateful as the Tonquineſe ; 
and this is the *. of my calling you er 


tber. 


Ir is ſcarce poſſible to expreſs the Surprize 
of the Aſſembly upon this Harangue of the 
Stateſman's; every Man appear'd thunder- 
ſtruck, from a juſt Apprehenſion, that ſince 
their Labours and Aſiſtance were no longer 
deſired, their ſeyeral Penſions would drop 
of Courſe. There was one of the Compa- 
ny, whoſe Name was Chachao, who, though 
he was no leſs a Blockhead than the reſt of 
them, had ſo ſtrong a Daſh of the Coxcomb, 
that it gave him a certain Vivacity, which 
his Brethren ſeemed to want. While the 
whole Aſſembly continued filent, Chachao 


riſing up, addreſſed himſelf to the Stateſman 
1n the following Manner. 


- 
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Moſt Illu ſtrious and Moſt Honourable politician, 


H OU E I Bave not long been converſant 


9 in Politicks, I think I know what your Ho- 


uour 1S driving at, and can gueſs at thoſe Rea» 
ſons of State, which you ſay it is not ſo proper 
you ſbould communicate to us Though your Ho- 
nour has too much Good Nature aud Complaiſance 
to ſpeak out, yet, if I divine aright, your Honour 
is not thoroughly ſatisfy'd with our Labours and 
Performances. I hope your Honour will not take 
it amiſs, if I ſpeak to you with à more than uſual 
Freedom upon this Head. 


N bat is to be done by Men, I think I and my 


Brethren are capable of doing For my own Part, 


though I. confeſs that ſome of my Works, before I 
wrote Politiełs to ſerve your Honour, have not 
been received in the Manner they deſerved by the 
whimſical Tonquineſe, yet, had Providence per- 
mitted me to have been born in China, 1 cannot 
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well doubt, but I had at preſent flood in one of the 
firſt Claſſes of the Mandarines, and been paſſeſſed 
of one of the firſt Pofts in a Nation that knows 
How to value Men of Merit. In a Wird, Sir, 
permit me to be ſo free as to tell you, that I could 
wiſh, inſtead of being diſſatisfy'd with our La- 
bours, you would be pleaſed to reform your own 
Conduct. I js in this Particular that our Ad- 
verſaries have a confounded Advantage over us. 5 
To ſay the Truth, Sir, your Conduct is ſuch, in ſome t; 
certain Particulars, that if the Great Confucius 
bimſelf was living, he could not defend it with all 
bis Rhetorick. Far be it from me, Moft Illuſtrious 
Stateſman, to deſire you ſhould come up to thoſe 
Notions of Honour, Honefty, or Wiſdom, which we 
ind in the Books of ſome of our Philoſophers 7 
Vouchſafe but to render your Conduct at leaft a lut- 
tle doubiful, to give my worthy Brethren and my- 
ſelf but one Inch of Ground to ſet our Feet upon, 
and your Honour ſhall ſoon ſee how we will 
maul, defeat, and aboliſh thoſe paultry Scrib- 
lers, thoſe inſignificant _— thoſe Villains, 
thoſe 
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thoſe Fools, and thoſe Madmen, who run away 
at preſent with the Applauſes of the People, and 


. 


have the Inſolence to triumph over us. 


Wurd Chachab had ſpoke thus, he ſat 
down; and it was very plain by the Satiſ- 
faction which appeared in the Looks of his 
Brethren, that he had ſpoke the Senſe of all 
of them, ” 


Tre Stateſman could keep his Temper 
upon Occaſion : He did not come there to 
quarrel, or to | loſe his F riends. Though 
the Oration of Chachao a little diſcompoſed 
him at firſt, he ſoon recovered himſelf, and 


with a graciaus Smile, ſpoke as follows: 
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My Worthy Friends, 


Can take nothing amiſs from Gentlemen who, 1 
am. ſure, wiſh me well, and whoſe Interefts are 
united to my 0wn © 1 ball, therefore freely con- 


feſs in this Aſembly, that I am afraid my Con- 
duct, in ſome certain Particulars, has not been 
quite ſo wiſe as it ſhould have been, I take 
Shame to myſelf : I adted according to my on 
poor Way of Thinking. 7 ſhall not pretend at 
preſent to enter into the Conſi ideration, how far the 
worſt of Cauſes may aſſume a ſpecious Completion 
in able Hands; or how far the beſt of Cauſes may 
ſuffer by the Management of a weak or unskil- 
ful Advocate But I perceive there is one Miſtake 
which my worthy Friends have run into, aud 
which I muſt not ſuffer them to labour under any 
longer Far be it from me, My moſt Worthy 


Friends, 20 think of retrenching your Penſions, 


though I muſt deſire you to deſiſt for ſome Time 
from your Labours. Such of you as have like- 


wiſe 


— 
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wiſe any Dofls in the Government, may depend . 
upon keeping them, while Ranchi keeps his Power. 
I am not a Stranger to your ſeveral Abilities ; 
and aſſure you, without Flattery, that each of you 
bas all the neceſſary Qualifications I defire to find 
iu Men, who I wiſh may conſtantly ſhare with 
me the Government and the publick Revenues of 
the Kingdom of Tonquin. Al ] defire of you is, 
that from henceforth you will employ both your 
Money and your Time in Drinking, in Whore- 
ing, in Gaming, in Building Houſes, in Ma- 
king Gardens, or, in ſbort, in whatever Manner 
your different Taftes invite you to; but for God's 
ſake Don't Derexnd ME. 


1 Your Excellency has concluded your Sto- 
D, like a methodical Writer, with the Moral 
and Application of it; but you cannot expect 
that a poor Lunatic ſhould proceed in ſo 
regular a Manner. The Story I have told 
your Excellency is the firſt Thing that hap- 
pened to pop into the Head of a Mad- Man. 

I ſend 


L 88 
ſend jt to you only, as the French ſay, 
par Manitre d acquit, and without any par- 
ticular Meaning or De ſ nu. 


1 am, with great Reſpet?, 
7 our Excellency's 
Moſt Obliged, and Moſt Obedient 


Ludoate-Hill | | 
Apr: 7.1731. Humble Servant. 
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